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Education Awards nominees Ashar Tasnim, left, and Oliver Noori, of The Nottingham Emmanuel

School.
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Making the move to secondary school can be a scary time for any pupil.

For Oliver Noori, who has severe autism and ADHD (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder), it

was a particularly daunting prospect.

But the 12-year-old, of West Bridgford, has amazed teachers, and his mum, by embracing

the change and adapting smoothly to school life.

He has been nominated for the Beating the Odds category of the Nottingham Post

Education Awards by Oliver Marsh, Head of Year 8 at Emmanuel School in Wilford.
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To nominate someone, fill in our quick and easy online form here

Mr Marsh said: “It was expected that he might really struggle with the transition from primary

to secondary school but he has dealt with it really well.
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“He’s such a positive and likeable young man who is a role model to other students within the

year group, particularly those who also have special educational needs.”

Oliver was diagnosed with autism when he was two years old. His condition means he can

become anxious and get upset very easily. He is also very sensitive to loud noises.

There were concerns that he would find the transition to secondary school extremely hard,

and that it would be difficult for him to adapt to the hustle and bustle of such a busy school.

But Oliver started there in September 2017 and has gone from strength to strength.

His mum, Renata Noori, said she has been delighted with the way he has coped.

Twelve-year-old Oliver Noori.

Oliver Noori has adapted to secondary school life very well.
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She said: “Oliver got on so well at his primary school - Greythorn in West Bridgford - and had

a fantastic teaching assistant, Fiona Harrison, who I credit with helping him to enjoy school.

“When it came to him leaving primary school it was a very difficult decision to send him to a

mainstream school but he seems to have enjoyed Emmanuel from the start.

“I am so pleased that he’s taken to it so well. He even sat some exams last year, which is

something I never thought would happen.”

Oliver said: “I am really happy to be nominated. I enjoy school and like going there.”

Mr Marsh has also nominated another of his Year 8 pupils - Ashar Tasnim.

Ashar, 12, has cerebral palsy but has not let this stop his enthusiasm for school life.

Mr Marsh said: “Ashar regularly volunteers and wants to be involved in extra-curricular

activities; as demonstrated by his auditioning and selection for our recent school production

of Oliver.

Ashar Tasnim has been nominated for an award.
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“Despite being in a wheelchair and struggling with his speech and use of his left arm, Ashar is

always willing to stop and have a conversation with adults and students.

"He is such a likeable character and ready to talk to anyone, which has made him very

popular within the school. He has incredible amounts of resilience, courage and a

determination not to let his disability affect his outlook on life, especially when things get

hard.

“He’s someone who many students now look up to as a result of his incredible tenacity.”

Ashar said: “It’s great to be nominated and I am very proud."

The category is sponsored by the University of Nottingham, which is also a joint head

sponsor of the awards, alongside Nottingham Trent University.

Professor Jeremy Gregory, pro vice-chancellor for the faculty of arts at the University of

Nottingham, said: “Through the beating the odds award, we want to celebrate all those who

have overcome significant hurdles to continue with their education and achieve their goals.”

Ashar Tasnim is an inspiration.
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Do you know the best teacher or student in Notts? Here's how to nominate them for an

award

Nominations are open now in ten different categories, including ‘science and

engineering,’ ‘inspirational teacher of the year,’ and ‘sporting achievement.’

To nominate someone, fill in our quick and easy online form here .

Entries will be open until Thursday, November 15 after which our independent judging

panel will come up with a shortlist in each category, who will be invited to a glittering

final at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Thursday, December 13.
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